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according to grammatical rules, as six twice five
two. This, when added to the Nirvana Era 543, gives
us 3109 B.C., a difference of only 8 years on the gene-
rally accepted date of the Yudhishthira Era. What Garga
intended by Shaks, Kala cannot be definitely deter-
mined, but nobody can dispute the fact that the
word in Garga's mouth cannot mean the Shalivahana
Shaka. Although, therefore, we have not been able
to reduce the verse to the exact figure, this much
is certain that the discrepancy on. which so much
stress is laid does not exist and that Varaha Mihira
did not assign to Yudhishthira so late a date as
2526+78 = 2604 B.C.
It is only a few years back that the date of Garga was
determined and we now know that he lived about 154
B.C. Kalhana, the author of the Rajatarangini, who
lived in the nth Century A.D., did not probably know
it and he naturally interpreted the above oft-quoted
verse of Garga in the same manner as has hitherto been
done. Kalhana was further confronted by the difficulty,
of reconciling the generally accepted chronology of the
ancient kings of Kashmere with the belief that Gonand,
the first king, was a contemporary of the Pandavas, for
the total of the years for all the kings did not run up
to the traditionally accepted date of the war, in other
words the date of the beginning of the Kali-age. Kalhana
was, therefore, glad to take his stand on this verse
of Garga and to maintain that the tradition which
made the Mahabharata war coincide with the begin-
ning of the Kali-age was mistaken. He thought, on
the authority of this verse, that the war took place
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